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About the Program 
The Manitoba Gambling Research Program builds gambling 

research capacity in the province, and supports the 

development of high quality research. We fund research 

that supports the advancement of responsible gambling 

programs and that increases our understanding of problem 

gambling prevention and treatment. Funding is available to 

researchers across Canada.

A Research Council oversees the research funding. The 

Council, consisting of community members and provincial 

gambling stakeholders, decides which projects to conduct 

and fund within the program’s research priorities.

All proposals and reports are peer reviewed to ensure their 

relevance and quality. Peer review is universally recognized 

as the most impartial and effective way to allocate research 

funds and ensure quality research. Our review process is 

based on the principle that scientific peers are best placed 

to evaluate the quality and relevance of a research proposal 

while ensuring that the process of adjudication remains as 

independent and objective as possible. Peer reviewers from 

Canada and around the world are asked to provide written 

assessments of proposals, recommendations for funding, 

and reviews of final research reports.

The Manitoba Gambling Research Program, managed 

by Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries, is an element of the 

corporation’s social responsibility strategy.

Purpose 
To build gambling research capacity and support the 

development of high quality research that enables 

evidence-based advancement of responsible gambling 

programs, and problem gambling prevention and 

treatment.

Values
Integrity

We operate with the highest degree of credibility and 

transparency.

Quality

We conduct research projects that adhere to rigorous 

research standards.

Relevance

We develop gambling research projects that are valuable 

and have practical application for Manitobans.

Collaboration

We engage gambling stakeholders in Manitoba through 

the Research Council.

Capacity

We support the development of existing and new 

researchers in the field of responsible gambling and 

problem gambling research.

Sharing Information

We facilitate information transfer among stakeholders 

and government to inform evidence-based decisions in 

responsible gambling and problem gambling treatment.



Message from the  
RESEARCH COUNCIL CHAIR

Community Members

Dr. Jamie Wiebe 

Anastasia Sych-Yereniuk

Linda Taylor, Chair

Academic Representative

On behalf of the Manitoba Gambling Research Program, I 

am pleased to report a major milestone: the fifth anniversary 

of our program launch, which we reached on December 15, 

2016. In those five years of operation, we have made 69 awards 

valued at over $3.3 million. This year, the program made 11 

awards including the largest number of students yet funded. 

These 2016 awards were made to gambling researchers from a 

diverse range of disciplines, including marketing and consumer 

studies, economics, electrical and computer engineering, 

social work, sociology, and psychology. We are pleased to see 

increasing interest from researchers from Manitoba and across 

Canada.

We continue to focus on building the capacity for Manitoba-

based gambling research. Our program staff promotes our 

funding opportunities at various conferences and meetings 

with post-secondary faculty and student researchers. I 

encourage you to contact our program staff to arrange 

a discussion, presentation, or to find ways of connecting 

Manitoba researchers with those across Canada to explore 

potential collaboration for large or small grants.  

I would like to thank the Research Council members for their 

continued time and dedication to the program, in particular 

Leah Gazan, Tina Leclair, and Susan Olynik for their important 

contributions over the past five years as they are moving on 

and their commitment and expertise will be missed. I also want 

to express my appreciation to the program staff for their efforts 

in daily operations and in supporting the Research Council. 

We are also grateful for the peer reviewers’ and program 

consultants’ time and invaluable feedback they provide on all 

our submissions.

We look forward to the 2017 funding year, and on behalf of 

the Research Council, I encourage you to seek our support for 

your gambling research. Our website provides all the current 

information to assist you in your application process. You can 

also find details of all funded research, project updates, final 

reports, and other program information.

Sincerely,

Linda Taylor



2016 FUNDED RESEARCH REPORT  | 3

Provincial Stakeholder 
Representatives

Kristianne Dechant 
Manager, Communications and Research, 
Liquor and Gaming Authority of Manitoba

Dave Grift
Director, Eastern and Central Manitoba Programs 
& Women’s and Family Services, 
Addictions Foundation of Manitoba

Bev Mehmel
Director, Corporate Social Responsibility, 
Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries 

Appointment Forthcoming 
Manitoba Healthy Living and Seniors

Community Members

Dr. Jamie Wiebe 

Anastasia Sych-Yereniuk

Linda Taylor, Chair

Academic Representative

Carly Sacco
Social Responsibility Research Analyst,
Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries

Richard Lennon
Manager, Social Responsibility Research,
Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries 

Program Staff

RESEARCH COUNCIL MEMBERS



2015 -2018 
RESEARCH PRIORITIES

Responsible Gambling Strategies
Advance strategies designed to support key responsible 

gambling priorities including prevention, harm minimization 

and problem gambling support and referral.  

Informed Decision Making:

1. Explore ways to meet the information needs of individuals 

across the range of gambling risk behaviours in order to 

assist players in making informed decisions.

2. Explore ways to assist players to apply responsible 

gambling information knowledge (e.g. erroneous beliefs, 

randomness, odds of winning) to gambling behaviour.

3. Investigate how attitudes about money and the value of 

money impact gambling decisions from a psychological, 

sociological, educational, economic, business, cultural,  

etc. perspective.

4. Increase understanding about the responsible gambling 

and problem gambling information needs of different 

population segments and how best to reach them (e.g. 

by age cohort, gender, ethnic or cultural group, physical/ 

mental health status, socioeconomic status, etc.). 

 

5. Explore the utility and effectiveness of pre-commitment 

strategies and feedback tools in helping players maintain 

control over their gambling.

Voluntary Self-Exclusion

6. Identify effective practices and processes that will 

encourage individuals who have enrolled in a voluntary 

exclusion program to connect with support and  

assistance services.

7. Identify effective practices and processes to minimize the 

number of voluntary exclusion breaches.

Preventing & Reducing Gambling-Related Harm

8. Determine effective approaches for identifying and 

interacting with players who may be exhibiting signs of at-

risk or problem gambling.

9. Explore what game types and characteristics contribute to 

the appeal and/or increase the potential for harm.

10. Identify what responsible gambling policies/practices/

programs are effective in preventing and/or reducing 

gambling-related harm (e.g. alcohol controls, signage, pop-

up warnings, employee training, etc.). 
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The program’s research priorities are identified by Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries through an 
extensive development process that includes consultations with key stakeholders in Manitoba 

and leading researchers, treatment providers, and prevention organizations worldwide. 
 

Any research funded through the Manitoba Gambling Research Program  
must fit within the research priorities, which are also  

available on our website.

Gambling Behaviours
Understand what influences gambling behaviour, and/or the 

movement and stability across the range of problem gambling 

risk levels.

11. Explore what risk and protective factors (e.g. behavioural, 

psychological, cultural/social, environmental, health, 

demographic, etc.) influence the movement back and forth 

between no risk and problem gambling risk levels and 

examine the resulting implications for prevention, harm 

minimization and/or treatment of gambling problems.

12. Examine what constitutes non-problem gambling and 

what key factors (e.g. behavioural, psychological, cultural/

social, environmental, health, demographic, etc.) keep 

gambling at a non-problem or low risk level.

13. Investigate how economic, cultural/social, or jurisdictional 

factors influence gambling behaviour and what the 

implication may be for preventing and/or reducing 

gambling-related harm.

Problem Gambling Risk 
& Program Responses
Effectively respond to the needs of individuals and families 

faced with gambling problems.

14. Identify factors (e.g. behavioural, psychological, cultural/ 

social, environmental, health, demographic, etc.) that 

increase or decrease an individual’s motivation to seek  

and commit to treatment and/or change.

15. Examine the relationship between co-occurring disorders 

and at-risk/problem gambling, and explore the implications 

for treatment.

16. Identify ways of linking individuals and families who could 

benefit from intervention/support with the effective 

treatment modalities and/or approaches best suited to  

their needs.

17. Examine effective strategies for transferring knowledge 

about preventing and/or reducing gambling-related harm 

to practitioners.

Emerging Technologies 
& Responsible Gambling
Understand technological developments in gambling and

their potential to improve responsible gambling tools and

problem gambling responses.

18. Examine the potential of technological features or tools  

(e.g. online feedback systems, smartphone apps, 

social media, etc.) in assisting players in managing and 

monitoring their play.

19. Examine the effectiveness of online information and 

interventions in preventing, assisting and/or treating 

individuals with gambling problems.

20. Identify whether there is a pathway between social gaming 

and online gambling and what the implication may be for 

preventing and/or reducing gambling-related harm.



FUNDED PROJECTS
Our program accepts research proposals within two different streams:

• Research Grants – Four types of grants are available within this stream, including large grants, small grants, studentships 

and conference grants. 

• Focused Research Projects – Proposals may be solicited at any time throughout the year for researchers to investigate 

specific questions identified by the Research Council. We encourage you to subscribe to our e-news service to receive 

notification whenever a Focused Research Project is announced. 

In 2016, the program made 11 awards valued at $303,216 over the next two years. The total value of awards made by the 

program in its five years of operation is now just over $3.3 million. 

LARGE GRANTS
Large grants are over $50,000 to a maximum of $450,000 and may be up to three years in duration. Researchers affiliated 

with Manitoba universities are included in these projects. 

In 2016, the program did not make any large grant awards.
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Research Priorities of all Funded Projects

The following table indicates the number of funded research projects that fit within the corresponding research priorities. 

Research Priority 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Responsible Gambling Strategies

1. Explore ways to meet the information needs of individuals across the range of gambling risk behaviours in order to 
assist players in making informed decisions.

1

2014 Identify effective approaches to address erroneous beliefs about gambling. 1 - -

2. Explore ways to assist players to apply responsible gambling information/knowledge (e.g. erroneous beliefs, 
randomness, odds of winning) to gambling behaviour.

3. Investigate how attitudes about money and the value of money impact gambling decisions from a psychological, 
sociological, educational, economic, business, cultural, etc. perspective.

1 1

4. Increase understanding about the responsible gambling and problem gambling information needs of different 
population segments and how best to reach them (e.g. by age cohort, gender, ethnic or cultural group, physical/ 
mental health status, socioeconomic status, etc.).

1

5.  Explore the utility and effectiveness of pre-commitment strategies and feedback tools in helping players maintain 
control over their gambling.

1

6. Identify effective practices and processes that will encourage individuals who have enrolled in a voluntary exclusion 
program to connect with support and assistance services.

7.   Identify effective practices and processes to minimize the number of voluntary exclusion breaches.

8.   Determine effective approaches for identifying and interacting with players who may be exhibiting signs of at-risk 
or problem gambling.

9. Explore what game types and characteristics contribute to the appeal and/or increase the potential for harm. 2

10.  Identify what responsible gambling policies/practices/programs are effective in preventing and/or reducing 
gambling-related harm (e.g. alcohol controls, signage, pop-up warnings, employee training, etc.).

Gambling Behaviours

11. Explore what risk and protective factors (e.g. behavioural, psychological, cultural/social, environmental, health, 
demographic, etc.) influence the movement back and forth between no risk and problem gambling risk levels and 
examine the resulting implications for prevention, harm minimization and/or treatment of gambling problems.

6 2 2 2 1

12. Examine what constitutes non-problem gambling and what key factors (e.g. behavioural, psychological, cultural/
social, environmental, health, demographic, etc.) keep gambling at a non-problem or low risk level.

1 1 1

13. Investigate how economic, cultural/social, or jurisdictional factors influence gambling behaviour and what the 
implication may be for preventing and/or reducing gambling-related harm.

2 1

Problem Gambling Risk & Program Responses

14. Identify factors (e.g. behavioural, psychological, cultural/social, environmental, health, demographic, etc.) that 
increase or decrease an individual’s motivation to seek and commit to treatment and/or change.

2

15. Examine the relationship between co-occurring disorders and at-risk/problem gambling, and explore the 
implications for treatment.

1 1 1

16. Identify ways of linking individuals and families who could benefit from intervention/support with the effective 
treatment modalities and/or approaches best suited to their needs.

2014 Examine which types of at-risk and problem gamblers could benefit from various brief interventions. 1 - -

2014 Examine which treatment modalities and approaches offer the most potential for effectively addressing problem 
gambling.

1 - -

17. Examine effective strategies for transferring knowledge about preventing and/or reducing gambling-related harm 
to practitioners.

Emerging Technologies & Responsible Gambling

18. Examine the potential of technological features or tools (e.g. online feedback systems, smartphone apps, social 
media, etc.) in assisting players in managing and monitoring their play.

1

19. Examine the effectiveness of online information and interventions in preventing, assisting and/or treating 
individuals with gambling problems.

1

20. Identify whether there is a pathway between social gaming and online gambling and what the implication may 
be for preventing and/or reducing gambling-related harm.

1



A Daily Diary Investigation of Self-Regulation in Gambling

Investigators:  

Dr. Sunghwan Yi, University of Guelph 

Dr. Abby Goldstein, University of Toronto

Dr. Hai Luo, University of Manitoba

Research Priority:  

Explore the utility and effectiveness of pre-commitment strategies and 

feedback tools in helping players maintain control over their gambling.  

Funding: 

Small Grant (two years)  $49,944

 

Although it is common for people to set gambling limits, these limits are not 

always respected in the heat of the moment. This violation of a pre-set gambling 

limit is often referred to as a self-regulation failure. Indeed, self-regulation is 

an essential skill for maintaining healthy gambling behaviour by enabling 

individuals to set reasonable standards for their gambling and then track their 

actions in relation to these set goals. Previous studies have examined self-

regulation strategies among problem vs. low risk gamblers and failures to stick 

to pre-determined limits. However, there are no studies that have examined 

the effectiveness of various self-regulation strategies for limiting gambling or 

identified factors that contribute to the success or failure of these strategies. 

Understanding factors that undermine self-regulation attempts is essential 

for promoting the use of limit-setting strategies that prevent individuals from 

moving from low- to high-risk gambling through the use of strategies to 

enhance self-regulation. Using web-based daily diary methodology, the purpose 

of the current study is to apply a self-regulation framework to better understand 

how individual difference and situational variables interactively contribute to 

successful attempts at self-regulated gambling and/or compromise a gambler’s 

ability to adhere to gambling related limits.

SMALL GRANTS
Small grants are a maximum of $50,000 and may be up to two years in duration. Researchers affiliated with Manitoba universities 

are included in these projects.

Examples of small grant projects include, but are not limited to:

• Stand-alone research projects or a pilot project;

• Preliminary research in preparation for a large research project, such as a comprehensive literature review, or instrument 

development and testing; and

• Research tasks subsequent to a full research project, such as follow-up testing.
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Shame, Guilt, Coping Styles and Youth Gambling: 

An Exploratory Study in a Sample of University 

Undergraduates

Investigators:  

Dr. Jason Edgerton, University of Manitoba

Dr. Lance Roberts, University of Manitoba

Research Priority: 

Investigate how economic, cultural/social, or jurisdictional factors 

influence gambling behaviour and what the implication may be 

for preventing and/or reducing gambling-related harm.

Funding:  

Small Grant (two years)  $49,957

The proposed research will investigate how a central feature 

of social life influences gambling behaviour, with implications 

for preventing/reducing harm, and explore important factors 

related to an individual’s motivation to seek and commit to 

change. These priorities are addressed through an exploration of 

shame and guilt and problem gambling, including connections 

to coping strategies. Despite the central role of shame and guilt 

in human affairs, very little research exists on the emotional 

consequences of gambling conduct, particularly in the Canadian 

context. Our study will add to the knowledge base by (i) studying 

the place and importance of shame and guilt in gambling 

behaviour among Canadian youth, (ii) clarifying hypothesized 

connections between the shame and guilt experience and 

various coping styles, and (iii) refining and validating a scale for 

measuring coping that is specific to the gambling context. 

Developing Mobile Gaming/Gambling 

Instrumentation and Technology towards Gambling 

Risk Reduction

Investigators:  

Dr. Robert McLeod, University of Manitoba

Dr. Marcia Friesen, University of Manitoba

Dr. Ian Jeffrey, University of Manitoba

Dr. Marek Laskowski, Seneca College of Applied Arts & Technology

Dr. Jason Edgerton, University of Manitoba

Dr. Christopher Fries, University of Manitoba

Research Priority: 

Examine the potential of technological features or tools (e.g. 

online feedback systems, smartphone apps, social media, etc.) in 

assisting players in managing and monitoring their play.

Funding:  

Small Grant (one year) $38,310

This project is preliminary research consisting of developing and 

testing of a software instrument. The instrument is a mobile social 

gaming/gambling framework that will 1) integrate survey-based 

data entry, and 2) track user behaviours. This will represent one 

of the first, if not the first, mobile social competitive games with 

in-app data collection for research purposes of social gaming 

and gambling behaviour analysis. This project will produce an 

app enabling new studies of gambling and gaming co-factors 

combining observed player behaviour and questionnaires 

leading to a depth and breadth of insight into many  

gambling-related phenomena.

52%
$1,749,895

18%
$630,528

20% 
$667,649

8% 
$264,200

2%
$58,034

Funded Research by Category

The following chart represents the total value of  

funding decisions in the first five years of funding  

(2012-16) by category.

  Large    Small    Studentship    Conference    Focused Research



Problem Video Gaming: Establishing Measures and 

Predictors for Problematic Gaming Behaviour

Student: 

Jeffery Biegun, University of Manitoba 

Research Priority:  

Identify whether there is a pathway between social gaming and 

online gambling and what the implication may be for preventing 

and/or reducing gambling-related harm.

Funding:  

M.A. Studentship (one year) $14,200

 

This project seeks to establish a valid measure for problem online 

gaming using data collected from the Students’ Leisure and 

Well-Being Survey. By performing an analysis of the reliability on 

a Canadian undergraduate sample we can strengthen the use 

of the Problem Video Game Test (PVGT) index as a generalizable 

measure of problem online video gaming behaviour. Therefore, 

one goal of this project is extending the use of the PVGT as 

measure of problem online gaming behaviour. The second 

aspect of this project involves statistical procedures to determine 

risk factors that can help predict problematic online gaming 

behaviour. The final step in this project will be determining if 

there is a specific threshold at which scores on the PVGT can be 

associated with the problems that place an individual at risk for 

problem online gaming behaviour.

Motivation and the Effects of Self-Compassion  

on Risk-Taking Among Moderate- to High-Risk 

Problem Gamblers

Student:  

Nicolas Brais, University of Manitoba 

Research Priority:  

Explore what risk and protective factors (e.g. behavioural, 

psychological, cultural/social, environmental, health, 

demographic, etc.) influence the movement back and  

forth between no risk and problem gambling risk levels  

and examine the resulting implications for prevention, harm 

minimization and/or treatment of gambling problems.

Funding:  

Honours Studentship (one year) $5,000

 

Self-compassion is a multifaceted personality trait that  

describes people who are kind to themselves in times of  

trouble. The aim of this study is to examine how self- 

compassion influences gambling behaviours, particularly  

among university students who score in the moderate- to  

high-risk range on the Problem Gambling Severity Index.  

The strength and direction of this influence will further be 

compared between conditions in which individuals’ drive or  

desire to engage in a gambling game is relatively high or low.  

The results are expected to show whether self-compassion 

reduces or possibly accelerates risky betting in a high- 

motivation gambling situation, which in turn may inform 

psychological prevention and treatment approaches that 

encourage or discourage self-compassion.

STUDENTSHIPS 

Studentships provide financial support to Manitoba students who undertake gambling research as a part of their undergraduate 

honours thesis or graduate studies program. Studentships are a maximum of $60,000 and may be up to three years in duration.  

Students may be from any discipline, provided that their research fits within the program’s research priorities. 
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Implicit Confidence in Gambling

Student:  

Katerina Pappas, University of Winnipeg 

Research Priority:  

Examine what constitutes non-problem gambling and what 

key factors (e.g. behavioural, psychological, cultural/social, 

environmental, health, demographic, etc.) keep gambling at a 

non-problem or low risk level.

Funding: 

Honours Studentship (one year) $5,000

 

Past studies have explored confidence in decisions through 

some explicit measure. By using signal detection with a 

gambling task, we will explore implicit confidence levels 

to determine if the cognitive process in problem gamblers 

corresponds to their higher reported confidence levels as 

compared to non-problem gamblers. We will also use event-

related potential (ERP) to examine frontal cortical activity in a 

subgroup of participants. This will provide information about 

inhibition related to the risk-taking decisions involved in the 

gambling task, and will determine whether problem gamblers 

are more confident in their decisions or whether they are 

unable to inhibit their risk-taking behaviour.

Exploring the Validity and Predictive Capability of 

the GMQ-F Among University Gamblers

Student:  

Jason Pchajek, University of Manitoba 

Research Priority:  

Investigate how attitudes about money and the value of money 

impact gambling decisions from a psychological, sociological, 

educational, economic, business, cultural, etc. perspective.

Funding:  

Honours Studentship (one year) $5,000

The purpose of this research project is to validate the Gambling 

Motivation Questionnaire for Financial Motivations (GMQ-F) 

with a sample of university students. The proposed validation 

study will first use exploratory factor analysis (EFA) to test 

the underlying factor structure of the GMQ-F, followed by 

hierarchical regression to test its construct validity. The current 

project will explore how university-aged gamblers value and 

understand money in terms of their motivation to gamble. 

By extending the validation of the GMQ-F with an undergrad 

population, we are further establishing its usefulness as a tool 

for identifying the motivations behind gambling behaviours 

among a variety of populations. 



CONFERENCE GRANTS
Conference Grants provide financial support for Manitoba researchers and students attending conferences and seminars to: 

• Assist researchers to enhance their capabilities within the gambling research field;

• Become up-to-date with recent advances in the gambling field;

• Provide the opportunity to meet and interact with other researchers in the field; and 

• Provide the opportunity to present research to peers.

 

Funding covers travel, accommodation and registration expenses up to $2,000 per grant. Applicants may receive up to $4,000 in 

conference grants each year, and do not need to be presenting in order to be eligible for funding. 

Value of Funding Decisions 

The following chart represents the full value of funded research projects 

for each year. 

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Focused Research $ 122,076 $ 195,763 $ 104,214 $ 115,596 $ 130,000

Conference $ 3,966 $ 15,946 $ 15,321 $ 16,996 $ 5,805

Studentship $ 75,000 $ 120,000 $ 20,000 $ 20,000 $ 29,200

Small $ 169,966 $ 96,839 $ 63,705 $ 161,807 $ 138,211

Large $ 450,000 $ 0 $ 450,000 $ 849,895 $ 0

UNLV International Gaming Institute  

16th International Conference on Gambling & Risk Taking; June 6-10, 2016 

Ryan Nicholson, University of Manitoba 

National Council on Problem Gambling  

30th National Conference on Problem Gambling; July 15-16, 2016 

Ryan Nicholson, University of Manitoba 

National Center for Responsible Gaming  

Conference on Gambling and Addiction; September 25-26, 2016 

Pranay Das, University of Manitoba



2016 FUNDED RESEARCH REPORT  | 13

Explaining the Relationships Between Problem Gambling and 

Co-occurring Disorders (Solicitation FR-16-1)
The Research Council is interested in further investigating the relationship 

between problem gambling and co-occurring disorders. The focus could be on 

general or specific sub-populations, and the research should aim to investigate 

one or more areas such as prevention, screening, early intervention, or treatment 

programs for these populations. The research must examine topics that go 

beyond identifying the existence of co-occurring disorders and gambling, as 

such relationships have already been well documented. Rather, the research 

should seek to explain the relationships between problem gambling and co-

occurring disorders and/or apply such knowledge in a way that will advance 

existing programs, prevention strategies, models, tools or treatment outcomes.

 

Online Interventions for Problem Gamblers with and without Co-occurring 
Problem Drinking: Randomized Controlled Trial

Investigators:  

Dr. John Cunningham, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH) 

Dr. David Hodgins, University of Calgary

Dr. Matthew Keough, University of Manitoba

Dr. Christian Hendershot, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH)

Research Priority:  

Examine the relationship between co-occurring disorders and at-risk/problem 

gambling, and explore the implications for treatment.

Funding: 

Focused Research Award (two years) $130,000

Problem gambling and problem drinking frequently co-occur. Further, the 

treatment needs of people with co-occurring gambling and drinking problems 

may be different from those of problem gamblers who do not drink alcohol 

in a hazardous fashion. The current project will evaluate whether there is a 

benefit to providing access to a problem drinking internet intervention (G+A 

intervention) in addition to an internet intervention for problem gambling 

(G-only intervention) in participants with gambling problems who do or do not 

have co-occurring problem drinking.

FOCUSED  
RESEARCH AWARDS

Proposals for Focused Research 

Projects may be solicited at any time 

throughout the year and funding 

amounts vary by project. Researchers 

from a Canadian university, research 

company or organization are eligible 

to apply; Manitoba collaboration is 

typically not required. Each Focused 

Research Project will have its own 

project guide with full details. The 

Research Council may select one or 

more proposals to award funds, or it 

may select none at all.



Committed Funding 

The following chart represents the budget implications 

of all funded research as of December 31, 2016.
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RESEARCH REPORTS  
& PUBLICATIONS 
For more information on these studies, including project summaries, preliminary findings, and copies of final reports, 

please visit our Funded Research webpage.

The following funded research studies were completed in 2016. 

Do Gambling Beliefs and Attitudes Affect Gambling 

Behaviours Over Time?
Ryan Nicholson, University of Manitoba

Chad Graves, University of Manitoba

Dr. Michael Ellery, University of Manitoba

Dr. Tracie O. Afifi, University of Manitoba

Small Grant Award 

Exploring the Relationships Between Problem Gambling 

and ADHD: A Meta-Analysis 
Dr. Jennifer Theule, University of Manitoba

Small Grant Award

Appraisals & Self-Perceptions in Relation to Overcoming 

Barriers to Seeking Help: Longitudinal and Experimental 

Assessments 
Dr. Michael Wohl, Carleton University

Dr. Diane Santesso, University of Winnipeg

Focused Research Award
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2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18  
(to date)

2018/19  
(to date)

Focused Research $ 48,830 $ 127,136 $ 89,806 $ 139,991 $ 160,767 $ 75,120 $ 26,000

Conference $ 3,966 $ 15,946 $ 15,321 $ 16,996 $ 5,805 $ 0 $ 0

Studentship $ 35,000 $ 60,000 $ 80,000 $ 60,000 $ 29,200 $ 0 $ 0

Small $ 47,986 $ 100,720 $ 82,841 $ 112,271 $ 125,337 $ 100,643 $ 9,991

Large $ 150,000 $ 120,000 $ 270,000 $ 519,958 $ 259,979 $ 259,979 $ 169,979

Research published in 2016 (based on preliminary  

and final results): 
 

Chinneck, A., Mackinnon, S.P. & Stewart, S.H. (2016). Investigating 

Possible Reciprocal Relationships Between Depressive and and 

Problem Gambling Symptoms in Emerging Adults. Canadian Journal of 

Psychiatry, 61(2), 93-101. doi: 10.1177/0706743715625934

Cunningham, J.A., Hodgins, D.C., Bennett, K., Bennett, A., Talevski, M., 

Mackenzie, C.S. & Hendershot, C.S. (2016). Online Interventions for 

Problem Gamblers With and Without Co-occurring Mental Health 

Symptoms: Protocol for a Randomized Controlled Trial. BioMed Central 

Public Health 16(624). doi: 10.1186/s12889-016-3291-7

Kim, H., Wohl, M.J.A., Salmon, M. & Santesso, D. (2017). When Do 

Gamblers Help Themselves? Self-Discontinuity Increases Self-Directed 

Change Over Time. Addictive Behaviors 64, 148-153.

doi: 10.1016/j.addbeh.2016.08.037

Nicholson, R., Graves, C., Ellery, M. & Afifi, T.O. (2016). The Temporal 

Relationship Between Faulty Gambling Cognitions and Gambling 

Severity in Young Adults. Journal of Gambling Studies, 32(4): 1215-1229. 

doi: 10.1007/s10899-016-9605-y
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We thank our peer reviewers for evaluating proposal submissions and final research reports. Our success depends on this 

comprehensive network of professionals, whose knowledge and expertise in responsible gambling and problem gambling 

research ensures high standards of excellence for the projects that we fund. 

Max Abbott, Ph.D.
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Broffman Training and Consulting Services 
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Thomas Brown, Ph.D.

Department of Psychiatry

McGill University

Montréal, Québec

Cheryl Currie, Ph.D.

Faculty of Health Sciences

University of Lethbridge, Alberta

Shawn Currie, Ph.D.

Department of Psychology

University of Calgary, Alberta

Jeffrey Derevensky, Ph.D.

International Centre for Youth Gambling Problems 

and High-Risk Behaviors

McGill University

Montréal, Québec

Sally Gainsbury, Ph.D.

Centre for Gambling Education and Research

Southern Cross University

Lismore, Australia

Michael Goodstadt, Ph.D.

Dalla Lana School of Public Health

University of Toronto, Ontario

Kevin Harrigan, Ph.D.

Gambling Research Lab

Department of Psychology

University of Waterloo, Ontario

Matthew O. Howard, Ph.D.

School of Social Work 

University of North Carolina 

Robert Ladouceur, Ph.D.

Professeur Émérites

Laval University, Québec

David Ledgerwood, Ph.D.

Department of Psychiatry and Behavioural 

Neurosciences

Wayne State University School of Medicine

Detroit, Michigan

Bonnie Lee, Ph.D.

Faculty of Health Sciences

University of Lethbridge, Alberta

John McCready, Ph.D.

Healthy Horizons Consulting

Toronto, Ontario

Lisa Najavits, Ph.D. 

Department of Psychiatry

Boston University School of Medicine

Massachusetts

Sarah Nelson, Ph.D.

Division on Addiction, Cambridge Health Alliance

Harvard Medical School 

Boston, Massachusetts 

Nancy Petry, Ph.D.

Department of Psychiatry

University of Connecticut Health Center

Marc Potenza, Ph.D., M.D.

Department of Psychiatry

Yale School of Medicine

New Haven, Connecticut

Loreen Rugle, Ph.D.

Department of Psychiatry

University of Maryland School of Medicine

Karen Saules, Ph.D.

Psychology Department

Eastern Michigan University

Garry Smith, Ph.D.

Alberta Gambling Research Institute

Faculty of Extension

University of Alberta

Sherry Stewart, Ph.D.

Addictions and Mental Health Lab

Department of Psychology

Dalhousie University

Halifax, Nova Scotia

Randy Stinchfield, Ph.D.

Department of Psychiatry

University of Minnesota

Lorne Tepperman, Ph.D.

Department of Sociology

University of Toronto, Ontario

William Thompson, Ph.D.

School of Public Policy & Leadership

University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Frank Vitaro, Ph.D.

Department of Psycho-Education

University of Montréal, Québec

Michael Wohl, Ph.D.

The Betterment Labs

Department of Psychology 

Carleton University

Ottawa, Ontario

Harold Wynne, Ph.D.

Wynne Resources Ltd.
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SOLICITATION CALENDAR 
Please visit ManitobaGamblingResearch.com for specific closing dates and application criteria. Each 

research grant and Focused Research Project has its own guide available to download. 

The Large Grant calendar is based upon the following timeline:

March - Letters of Intent Due

June - Letters of Intent Notifications

July - Proposals Due

October - Funding Notifications

Small Grant proposals are accepted three times per year:

Proposals are due in February, July and October.

Funding notifications are in June, October and January respectively.

Studentship applications are accepted twice per year:

Applications are due in March and October.

Funding notifications are in June and January respectively.

Conference Grant applications are accepted at any time during the year, provided they are submitted 

prior to attending the conference. Notifications are provided within 30 days of receiving the 

application.

Proposals for Focused Research Projects may be solicited at any time throughout the year. Key dates 

regarding solicitations are included in each project guide.  

 




